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FLORENCE, November 5th - 6th, 2010 
�
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������  will assigned for BEST PAPERS /POSTER In Medicine, Surgery, Basic 

Science /Research, And Veterinary Surgery  
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Laser Florence 2010 is the annual Congress of  the International Academy Laser Medicine and 
Surgery. 
As usual  researchers and doctors will show new data immediately  available for practical use. 
Particular emphasis will be given to research  relating to  standards for light and laser  therapy on 
different  topics: Dentistry, Dermatology,  Neurology, Sport Injuries, Phlebology, Plastic Surgery, 
Photodynamic Diagnosis and Therapy, and more. 
A special session will be made for Energetic Medicine and the role of laser beams and light  in this 
topic.In fact, in the world  there is a bit of confusion  between  data  obtained  from evidence based 
medicine and scientific data controlled experimentally, especially in the field of the energetic 
medicine. 
The International Academy ensures a high quality of the lectures and posters presented. The 
accepted abstracts are published in the official journal of the IALMS, Laser in Medical Science, 
published by Springer Publisher, London. The Proceedings of the Conference will be published  
immediately after the event, on paper and on line, by the American Institute of Physics. The IALMS 
members could look up the slides of the Conference in the member area at the web site 
www.ialms.com. 
The year 2010 is too the 50th birthday of Laser Discover. Unfortunately Theodore Maiman, laser 
creator, died some year ago. We would like to celebrate this event and to restructure the School 
titled to him. 
The IALMS will organize a Master on Laserology – Laser technology in medicine and surgery, 
under the umbrella of the WFSLMS – The World Federation of Laser Societies of Laser Medicine 
and Surgery. This Master includes a general section, held in Firenze, and many specialistic 
sessions, held in different towns of different countries. Teachers will be the pioneers on the use of 
lasers in different sectors of the medicine. Full details on this Master will be available on the web 
sites www.laserflorence.org, www.ialms.com, www.wfslms.org. The diploma released will give the 
title of International Medical Laser Specialist – IMeLaS. 
The aim of Laser Florence organisers is always the same:  to establish an outstanding interaction 
between the delegates in a unique location and an unforgettable atmosphere where friendship, 
intelligence and scientific know-how are blended. 
Several awards are available for the presenters of the best papers and posters and the recipients 
will be invited to participate in the next conference of Laser Florence. 
To fully understand the importance of Laser Florence,  there is only one way, coming here  ! 
Looking forward to seeing you in Florence 
Best regards  
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NETWORKS  GENERATED  BY  LASER  FLORENCE  CONFERENCES 
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LASER FLORENCE 2009 – IALMS and IPTA CONGRESS 
 

 
 

LASER VILNIUS 2009 – BALM/IALMS COURSE IN  VILNIUS UNIVERSITY 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com



 
 

�
���������	�
���
��
�������������������� IALMS ��������������������� ������������ 
����
�����
����
�����
����
�����
����
����� �
���������� �� ��������������������������������������������������� ��������� �����!�����"����� ����� ��
�
 

20

20

 

 
 

PRAGUE, LASER  2009 – 37 TH CONGRESS OF THE EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF RADIOLOGY 
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IALMS - RESERVATION FORM FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

 

Name:__________________________________________Title:________Institution:____________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________ PostalCode_________City___________Country_____________ 

 
Telephone____________________FAX____________Email________________________________________  
 

Specialty____________________________________Type of Member      
 
It is my intention to subscribe the membership of the IALMS for the year……………………………….. 
Please indicate your choice(s) by ticking the appropriate box(es) 

Type of membership Eurodollars 
Founding: are members who have participated in the act of foundation or who will be admitted as such, up until 31 
December 2000.  

70 

Honorary: are nominated by Executive Committee for very high scientific and cultural merits. They do not pay the 
subscription fees. 

Nothing 

Fellow: after five years of membership, or after three presentations at different Academy Congresses and/or 
publications in the Academy Journal. Fellowship  is by application to the Executive Committee 

70 

Ordinary: all the other members. Members are expected to pay the admission fees prevailing at the time of their 
admission. 

100 

Scientific Societies and Associations : these pay one USD for each of their member, and each Society with 
minimum of 200 members can have one representative in the Executive Committee upon application. 

1 for member 

Manufacturers: they can have a member in the Executive Committee; They can use the logo of the Academy on 
their brochures, subject to the approval of the Executive Committee. 

500 

Student:, based upon presentation of the curriculum vitae  70 
 
I send with this form the total amount of the relevant fees (Please refer to the table up) 
Payment may be made (In Euro Dollars) as follows:  

·  By certified bank cheque or draught or international money order, in favour of the IALMS 
·  By direct bank transfer in favour of the IALMS  (see details below) 
·  By credit card (fill in details below) 

With the cheque No: _____________________________ of the Bank: ___________________________________ 
Or the copy of the cheque No: ______________________ of the Bank____________________________________ 
Or: I have made a bank transfer on (date):_____________________  From (Name of your bank)_____________________ 
 (An official copy of the bank transfer should be enclosed with your reservation form) 
Monte dei Paschi di Siena, Agenzia Firenze -  account  IALMS 200414 
IBAN -  IT 77 Q 01030 02804 000000200414     BIC  -  PASCITM1F20               

 
Make bank transfers payable to  IALMS  - BORGO PINTI, 57   I - 50121 FIRENZE FAX 0039 05539069632 -  ialms@laserflorence.org -  

Or: I wish to  pay by Type of credit card :   (MASTERCARD,VISA; NO AMEX): _____________ 

 
Card Number:_________________________________________________________Expiration Date__________________ 
  
Security Code    Cardholder’s Signature 
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#��"#& �"��
MINUTES OF THE JOINT BUSINESS MEETING of the 

2nd CONGRESS of the WORLD FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES FOR LASER MEDICINE AND SURGERY 
and the 18th  CONGRESS of the INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR LASER SURGERY AND MEDICINE 

 
held during Laser Tokyo 2009 in the Meiji Kinenkan, Tokyo, November 29th 2009 
 
The meeting, being Quorate, was opened by Professor Toshio Ohshiro, President-Elect of the 18th ISLSM congress and 
President of Laser Tokyo 2009 at 14:10. He welcomed everyone present particularly those who had come from 
overseas, including a good number of observers who were not Committee Members of either organization. He pointed 
out that the Committee Members of both organizations were almost the same people, and that the main points for 
discussion were very similar, so he hoped that everyone would accept a joint business meeting. This was unanimously 
accepted.  
 Professor Krishna Rau (India), President-Elect of the 2nd World Federation meeting, then asked leave to have the 
floor, which was granted. Prof Rau had very kindly prepared Presidential Medallions and Chains for the Presidents of the 
ISLSM (Professor Toshio Ohshiro), WFSLMS (Professor Kazuhiko Atsumi) and the Laser Tokyo 2009 host society, 
Japan Society for Laser Surgery and Medicine (JSLSM, Professor Harubumi Kato). He then presented these to the 
respective recipients, and was roundly applauded.  
 Prof Ohshiro then presented a comprehensive history of the achievements, aims and goals of both the WFSLMS 
and ISLSM, showing how many of them intermeshed over the preceding years. His main point was the poor financial 
situation of both organizations, and one of their renewed goals was to make their financial situation more sound.  He 
pointed out the differences between the ISLSM, the oldest laser society in the world, as attested to by Professor Isaac 
Kaplan (Israel), the WFSLMS and the NPO (non-profit organization)-WFSLMS. Under the 2009 goals, the NPO-
WFSLMS would undertake and control the financial side of things, raise funds, and would disburse these to the 
WFSLMS as one of the projects of NPO-WFSLMS. At the very beginning, seed funds were donated by Prof Kaplan, and 
the idea was to found the Kaplan-Atsumi Foundation. However under Japanese law, a Foundation must have funds 
running into the hundreds of millions of Japanese yen, so that was impossible. This latest approach is, however, 
possible. 
 Prof Kaplan then made a suggestion. He had published two books as privately published volumes, ‘The Wondering 
Jew’ and his most recent one, ‘Rhyme Time: an Apology for an Anthology’. He presented a CD-ROM with digital copies 
of these books to Prof Rau, and offered Prof Rau the publishing and sales rights in India, with all proceeds to go to the 
WFSLMS funds. This generous offer was roundly applauded. 
Prof Ohshiro sincerely thanked Prof Kaplan for this. He then proceeded with a history of the Committee members of 
ISLSM, ending with the proposed 2009 Council members, as in the table on the following page. The meeting agreed 
unanimously to accept that recommendation. 
 There followed a discussion on the IMeLaS proposal. Prof Ohshiro reported that, on November 26th and 27th, the 
first initiative course had been held.  Ohshiro further reported that 17 young medical doctors (6 from Thailand and 11 
from Japan) had taken the course of didactic lectures being given on both days by R Glen Calderhead (UK & Japan), 
Penny Smalley (USA) and Profs Ishiwatari (Japan) and Sliney (USA).   On the morning of the 27th 

ISLSM Council, 2009-2011 
Honorary Presidents Isaac Kaplan (Israel) 

Kazuhiko Atsumi (Japan) 
The Executive 

President Toshio Ohshiro (Japan) 
President-Elect Jin Wang Kim (Korea) 

Secretary-General Abraham Baruchin (Israel) 
Honorary Treasurer Sharon Krishna (India) 
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The Advisory Council 
Past President Leonardo Longo (Italy) 

Other members to be nominated and confirmed  by 
the Executive 

WFSLMS Executive Committee, 2009-2013 
Honorary President Isaac Kaplan (Israel) 
Founding President Kazuhiko Atsumi (Japan) 

President Krishna Rau (India) 
President-Elect Jean Abitbol (France) 

Secretary-General Toshio Ohshiro (Japan) 
Assistant Secretary-General Narong Nimsakul (Thailand) 

Honorary Treasurer Vasant Oswal (UK) 

Honorary International 
Branch Members 

Mary Dyson (Europe) 
Sherif Awad (Africa) 

Abraham Baruchin (Israel) 
Gu Ying (Asia-Pacific) 

David Sliney (North America) 
Fernando Soriano (South America) 

Prof Ohshiro oversaw a hands-on course with a variety of lasers at the Ohshiro Clinic, and after the didactic sessions in 
the afternoon the candidates sat a written multiple choice type examination. All candidates passed with an average 
score of around 67%, which was an excellent start. As to those eligible to take an IMeLaS certificate, there was some 
debate as to who should be in that group. Some did not like the idea of anyone without an MD or MB ChB, DDS, DVM or 
PhD being allowed certification, and the word ‘paramedical’ caused some problems. It was finally agreed to drop 
paramedicals from the eligible group. Professor Jean Abitbol (France) insisted that we must not forget specialities like 
the ophthalmologists. It was agreed that the course should teach basic science and laser safety, what is often called 
‘core laser knowledge’, so that participants would recognize and know how to achieve all basic laser/tissue interactions 
and be aware of how to use a laser safely. 
 On WFSLMS business, Professor Leonardo Longo (Italy) was proposed as President-elect of the 2013 meeting, 
but as he was then given the task of sorting out the syllabus for the IMeLaS didactic courses, Prof Abitbol was tentatively 
nominated. Both accepted their relevant and respective tasks. All were in agreement that it should be young doctors at 
whom the IMeLaS initiative is aimed, not the older laser doctor who is possibly too set in her or his ways. Prof Abitbol 
agreed to send a copy of the French teaching system for our information whereby there is a series of prize medals and 
financial incentives for junior doctors who do especially well in the teaching program.  
 Returning briefly to the paramedical debate, Dr Vasant Oswal (UK) reported that the British Medical Laser 
Association had just recently decided to disband their paramedical group which had run for some years, because it 
basically did not work out. Possible reasons included different levels of education, different goals and a different income 
level.  
 At this point Prof Narong Nimsakul (Thailand) returned to the education program, and proposed that Prof Longo be 
given full responsibility for putting one together for the IMeLaS initiative. Prof Longo agreed, but he wanted to start with 
medical personnel and then expand the scope to take in more types of qualified candidates. He said he already had the 
course drafted, and just needed to flesh it out and nominate instructors. He also said he wanted the young doctors, not 
older and experienced laser users, to participate. 
 On the subject of courses, Prof Nimsakul suggested approaching industry for laser-specific sponsors to defray 
costs and increase income. This agreed to be one of the tasks of the WFSLMS Industrial Support Committee. 
 While the discussion was still on courses, Prof Rau wanted candidates to get a list of required reading some time 
before the actual course, including text books and selected papers. Prof Ohshiro pointed out that we had actually 
prepared a handbook for the current course, and copies of this were passed around for perusal. Prof Oswal reckoned it 
was an excellent resource and could well form the basis for a first-class book. Prof Abitbol suggested that the Handbook 
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could be a source of income. Once it was published by a reputable publisher it could be offered to candidates as 
included in the course fees. 
 Prof Ohshiro then moved on to the various committees within WFSLMS, some of which were proposed to have 
their names simplified: this was agreed, as was the list of responsible members for chairpersons as seen on the 
following page. The post of Chairman of the Industrial Support Committee was occupied by Prof Nimsakul, but due to 
pressure of work he asked to be excused, and suggested Prof Abitbol in his place. Prof Abitbol accepted the post. 
 Prof Kaplan then said that, as another avenue of education for young doctors, he had been trying to get universities 
to have laser basics as part of the standard undergraduate curriculum, but without success. Perhaps with the advent of 
the IMeLaS program that would change. It was decided to allot this task to the WFSLMS Education and Training 
Committee. 

Prof. Atsumi mentioned that some people will have questions and requests for education & training system on 
WFSLMS, however everything has both sides, merit and demerit.  He believed it had been difficult to start and would be 
more difficult to continue, and that we would be able to improve after our experience with the current system.  He 
concluded that we were happy to have started and thanks were due for the great effort of Prof. Ohshiro. 
 Having covered items 1-3 of the Agenda, Prof Ohshiro proposed moving on. Next to be discussed was membership 
fees for the ISLSM. The idea of Life Membership was very attractive as it cut down on both the cost of postage and 
chasing members up for non-payment of fees, but what to charge generated some lively discussion. There were two 
basic approaches: to include the cost of a printed edition of the journal Laser Therapy in with the fees, both for Life and 
ordinary Members, or to charge a lower fee but not include the printed edition of the journal unless the member paid 
extra. They would then access the journal through a password-protected area of the ISLSM website which would allow 
them exclusive access to the journal and enable printing off articles when required. The fee for Life Membership was 
proposed as US $400 for members 60 years of age and over, and US $1000 for those under 60. Prof Abitbol made the 
point that good numbers of members tempted publishing houses, but that we should not undercharge. he suggested US 
$800/2000 for life members who wished to receive the journal. It was decided to table that item for discussion by the 
ISLSM Executive and Advisory Council. 
 
 

2009 Committee Chairpersons for various WFSLMS Committees 
Committee Chairperson 
Executive Committee Leonardo Longo 
Membership Committee Narong Nimsakul 
Bylaw Committee  Abraham Baruchin 
Financial Committee Toshio Ohshiro 
Scientific Programme Committee Mary Dyson 
Congress Organizing Committee Jean Abitbol 
Licence Committee Toshio Ohshiro 
Education & Training Committee Yoshimi Asagai 
Industrial Support Committee Jean Abitbol 
Laser B-SAC Committee Umberto Rossi 
Official Organization Committee David Sliney 

  
The revised ISLSM Bylaws were then read through and explained by Prof Rau, and were unanimously accepted with 
minor alterations. The revised WFSLMS Bylaws were likewise presented and ratified. 
 Under Any Other Business, Prof Oswal felt that ‘light therapy’ should be included in ISLSM and WFSLMS 
communications and projects rather than laser surgery, as non-laser sources such as intense pulsed light systems were 
playing a larger and larger role. After some lively discussion, his suggestion was overruled. 
 Finally it was agreed that Prof Longo would have the responsibility to come up with concrete proposals for a course 
curriculum in some 6 months’ time, to be circulated to the committees of both societies. Everyone concerned would then 
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have 4 weeks to make amendments or suggestions. Anyone not replying would be deemed to have accepted the 
proposal as is. 
 Finally, Prof Ohshiro thanked everyone again for being present and closed the meeting at 16:05. 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Takafumi Ohshiro MD 
Meeting Secretary 

 

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

of the 2nd CONGRESS of the 

WORLD FEDERATION OF SOCIETIES FOR LASER MEDICINE AND SURGERY 

held during Laser Tokyo 2009 in the Meiji Kinenkan, Tokyo, November 29th 2009 

 
There being a Quorum, the meeting was opened and called to order by President-Elect Professor Krishna Rau at 16:35, 
who then welcomed the current President, Professor Kazuhiko Atsumi. Prof Atsumi expressed great pleasure that so 
many friends and colleagues were in attendance, and welcomed everyone with the hope that they would all enjoy Tokyo. 
Prof Atsumi then handed over the President’s Medallion and Chain to Prof Rau, who then became the official President 
of the WFSLMS for the next 4 years. 
 Prof Rau thanked Prof Atsumi for a very successful term as President, starting in Chennai, 2001, and proceeding 
through the 1st WFSLMS meeting in Tokyo, 2005 to the present meeting. He then welcomed Prof Atsumi into the 
Executive Committee as the Founding President. Prof Rau also expressed gratitude on behalf of the Federation to Prof 
Ohshiro for his tremendous support during this term, and of course as Congress President of Laser Tokyo 2009. The 
WFSLMS bylaws were then read and ratified. The 2009 WFSLMS Executive Committee was proposed and agreed as 
follows: 

WFSLMS Executive Committee, 2009-2013 

Honorary President Isaac Kaplan (Israel) 
Founding President Kazuhiko Atsumi (Japan) 
President Krishna Rau (India) 
President-Elect Leonardo Longo (Italy) 
Secretary-General Toshio Ohshiro (Japan) 
Assistant Secretary-General Narong Nimsakul (Thailand) 
Honorary Treasurer Vasant Oswal (UK) 

Honorary International 
Branch Members 

Mary Dyson (Europe) 
Sherif Awad (Africa) 
Abraham Baruchin (Israel) 
Gu Ying (Asia-Pacific) 
David Sliney (North America) 
Fernando Soriano (South America) 

 Prof Rau stated that the World Federation functioned as an umbrella Society, with the main aim of spreading laser 
use mainly to the developing countries, in some of which Profs Ohshiro and Nimsakul had already delivered lectures and 
run teaching courses, so the Federation had certainly started to achieve that aim. 
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 Another major goal was the establishment of the new certification initiative for International Medical Laser Specialist 
(IMeLaS). On November 26th and 27th the first initiative course was held, and Prof Rau called on Prof Ohshiro for details.  
Prof Ohshiro reported that 17 young medical doctors (6 from Thailand and 11 from Japan) had taken the course of 
didactic lectures being given on both days by R Glen Calderhead (UK & Japan), Penny Smalley (USA) and Profs 
Ishiwatari (Japan) and Sliney (USA). On the morning of the 27th Prof Ohshiro oversaw a hands-on course with a variety 
of lasers at the Ohshiro Clinic, and after the didactic sessions in the afternoon the candidates sat a written multiple 
choice type examination. All candidates passed with an average score of around 67%. Prof Rau thanked Prof Ohshiro 
for his hard work, and asked when the certificates would be handed out. Prof Ohshiro replied that they would be 
awarded during a Tokyo Bay Cruise the following evening. 
 Prof Rau then announced that the next courses would be held during the 2010 13th APALMS Congress in Suwa 
City, Nagano, Japan, and the 2011 ISLSM congress in Seoul Korea, with the potential for other courses including Laser 
Florence in November 2010. He also announced that Professor Leonardo Longo (Italy) had been tasked with charting 
out the IMeLaS academic course syllabus, to which Prof Longo had agreed with a 6-month deadline having been set. 
During this time an information package would be prepared to be sent to young doctors to attract them to take the 
certification course. The course should have 2 components: a core laser knowledge syllabus for all participants followed 
by a more advanced speciality-specific course. Prof Rau called for assistance for Prof Longo, and especially for the 
speciality-specific course, WFSLMS members should rally round and help, which would be mutually beneficial both the 
IMeLaS initiative and the WFSLMS itself. 
 It was then announced that the 20th ISLSM and the 3rd WFSLMS would hold a joint meeting in 2013 in France, 
under the Presidency of Prof Jean Abitbol (France), so that Prof Abitbol’s centre would become the nidus of all aspects 
of the laser in surgery and medicine. This was unanimously accepted. Prof Abitbol was therefore the new President-
elect. Prof Rau asked everyone present to leave a note of their email address so two-way communication could be 
established. When asked how we should proceed during the next 4 years, Prof Atsumi thanked Profs Ohshiro and Rau 
for organizing the current meeting, simply reinforced the idea that all present at the GA were in the project together, and 
that we should all therefore pull together and contribute what, and as much as, we could. 
 Prof Rau then called on the ‘Father of the CO2 Laser’, Prof Isaac Kaplan (Israel), to say a few words. In his usual 
inimitable and wonderful style, Prof Kaplan expressed his feelings in Rhyme, which was warmly applauded. He 
concluded by pointing out that when he taught ‘how to use the laser’ it has always been a core knowledge course, and 
did not think that we really needed specialty-specific breakouts. Mrs Masha Kaplan then congratulated all the organizers 
of the joint meeting, but had a special word of thanks to Prof Ohshiro for having put the meeting together in less than 
one year, instead of the usual two years. 
 Prof Leonardo Longo was then asked to contribute. Prof Longo agreed that finalizing plans for certification could be 
very difficult, as different laws and regulations existed in different countries. This could lead to fragmentation. However, 
provided the concept of an international laser specialist certification, such as the IMeLaS initiative, was correctly 
presented, then that would help bridge problems to offer young doctors a good basic grounding in the core laser 
knowledge. He thanked the meeting for putting the responsibility on his shoulders, and avowed he would do his best. 
 Professor Narong Nimsakul (Thailand) spoke next. He reminded everyone that the main aim of the World 
Federation was to bring laser societies together under the same umbrella, and although members should of course 
include doctors, dentists, veterinary surgeons and research scientists, we should never ever forget nursing and allied 
health workers, so he reminded everyone that they had established the International Society for Laser Nurses and Allied 
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Health Workers at the ISLSM meeting in 1983. He then called on the current president,  Penny Smalley (USA) for her 
comments. Ms Smalley pointed out that the first international society for laser nurses was established in 1983 in Detroit. 
She reminded all present that nurses were specialists, and collaborative partners with the laser surgeon. It is the job of 
the nurse to protect the patient during laser surgery, Ms Smalley said, and if she or he did not know the basics of laser 
science and tissue interaction, they would not be able to do that. She asked the meeting please to bear that in mind 
when thinking of who could participate in courses.  
 Ms Smalley handed the meeting back to Prof Nimsakul, who asked Prof Jin Wang Kim (Korea), President-elect of 
the ISLSM and congress president of the 2011 19th ISLSM meeting in Seoul, Korea, for a few words. Prof Kim thanked 
Prof Ohshiro for all his hard work in putting together such a superb congress in less than a year, and hoped that he 
would succeed as well. He asked for everyone’s assistance, as the World Federation was the umbrella society for the 
ISLSM, and urged as many as possible to attend and bring friends and colleagues. 
 Prof Yoshimi Asagai (Japan) was next asked to say a few words as the President of the 2010 13th APALMS 
meeting in Suwa, Japan. Prof Asagai said how honoured he was to have been entrusted with the meeting, which would 
be held from October 8th – 9th 2010. He pointed out that Suwa is in the centre of Japan, and only 2.5 hours by train from 
Tokyo, so everyone should please attend his meeting! 
 Prof Abitbol then addressed the GA. He looked forward very much to the meeting in 2013, and thanked Profs Rau, 
Atsumi and Ohshiro for all of their work to date. He pointed out that it was much more important to identify the things 
which we could not do, rather than those we could. He also noted that one man could not possible handle everything 
alone, so he really expected teamwork from all involved. In 4 years’ time there would be even greater technological 
advances, he added, so he needed help from everyone, worldwide. 
 Prof Rau then called on Prof Harubumi Kato, the President of the JSLSM, the host organization for Laser Tokyo 
2009. After thanking and congratulating Profs Ohshiro and Rau for organizing what promised to be an excellent meeting, 
Prof Kato stated that there was a fast-growing need worldwide for minimally invasive and high quality integrative 
medicine, so we therefore absolutely needed laser technology and surgical techniques to meet this need. He insisted 
that cooperation between laser societies in different countries was essential for this goal, so the WFSLMS had an 
absolutely pivotal role to play. 
 Prof Vasant Oswal (UK), Treasurer of the Federation, spoke next. Prof Oswal thanked Prof Ohshiro for a really 
fantastic-looking Laser Tokyo 2009. He then announced that the European Laser Association was once again active 
with a great meeting planned for May in Tarragona, Spain, entitled Laser Europe 2010. This would bring together the 
British Medical Laser Association (BMLA), Spanish Medical Laser Association (the host organization) and the European 
Society for Laser Aesthetic Surgery (ESLAS) under the ELA banner, so please come. It would naturally be possible to 
run another IMeLaS course before or after this meeting, but now that the Federation had successfully run the first course 
in Japan other countries would follow suite. He asked if it was actually necessary for the WFSLMS to oversee every 
course, and wondered if courses could be run with the approval of the Federation, accredited by the Federation and with 
the WFSLMS logo on the certificates. Naturally there was a lot of work to formulate everything properly, Oswal added, 
and that had been laid on the shoulders of Prof Longo. He pointed out that, in the case of the BMLA, they approved 
educational courses in the UK, and then reapproved the courses every three years to make sure that the latest core 
knowledge had been included.  
Prof Rau agreed that if all went well with Prof Longo’s team, we would have a much better idea for the approved syllabus 
in 6 months’ time. Prof Rau then noted that there were indeed many courses run by many societies. Following on from 
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Prof Oswal’s suggestion, Prof Rau agreed that such societies should be approached to affiliate their courses with the 
WFSLMS, and be granted the use of the WFSLMS logo to be used on their course literature and certificate of 
completion. Societies accepting this arrangement will be required to pay a nominal fee for the use of the logo. These 
societies would then forward their course materials to Prof Longo for approval of the academic level of the contents. On 
the subject of courses, Prof Arbitbol put forward his course for affiliation with the WFSLMS, and further very kindly 
offered to reduce the cost of his course to WFSLMS and ISLSM members by US $200, which was very gratefully noted. 
 Prof Nimsakul then took the floor and agreed that we should consider Prof Oswal’s idea very carefully. For 
example, if Vietnam wanted such a course, it could well be run by the WFSLMS team. He added that in the next 5 years 
it was hoped to formulate an ASEAN charter which might well encompass pan-ASEAN certification. The WFSLMS 
should have an important role in that. 
 Prof Longo took to the floor once again, insisting that the aim of the IMeLaS initiative was completely different from 
the courses which are run before almost any congress, and that IMeLaS courses must be much more substantial. They 
must have an initial basic course, the core laser knowledge, for young doctors, not experienced laser surgeons who are 
already set in their ways. This core knowledge course could then be followed some months later by a set of different 
speciality-specific courses. They must be excellent courses, and he said that we had to change the quality of the 
teaching. The didactic part would be handled by the International Academy, and the entire concept must be a long-term 
consideration and not just one or two hours pre-congress. 
 Prof Mary Dyson (UK) was then recognized. She expressed herself extremely impressed with all the suggestions, 
and with the progress that had already been made. Prof Dyson suggested that we might consider putting some of the 
theory on the Internet so that courses which were difficult to get to could be avoided. She also wondered how best to test 
the practical skills of IMeLaS candidates, and said that only surgeons could do that. Above all, she did not want to see 
certificates as meaningless pieces of paper. 
 Prof Rau made it clear that the current IMeLaS course was only a start, and simply looked at core knowledge. even 
so, the didactic sessions were challenging backed up with an excellent handbook, coupled with a comprehensive hands-
on, and the written multiple choice test was comprehensive and not so easy. In future iterations of the initiative, 
candidates would get the course handbook well before the course, with suggestions on which key texts to study so that 
the examination could be extended to involve long written answers, short written answers and the multiple choice 
section. 
 Professor Vladimir Mikhailov (Russia) was next recognized. He agreed that the cooperative IMeLaS initiative 
between the WFSLMS and ISLSM was an excellent start which would only get stronger with the input from the 
International Academy and Prof Longo. He then suggested the initiative would take another giant step forward with 
recognition of IMeLaS certification by Ministries of Health worldwide. Whether the national government recognized the 
course or the course was presented to the government by the course organizers, it is vital to get international recognition 
at a governmental level. 
 Prof Abitbol then took the floor again. He reiterated his idea that we must look at the initiative as a team concept, 
that the diploma we offer currently was excellent, but did not go far enough. He asked if there could be a proctorship 
element to the second part of a two-stage course, similar in concept to what Profs Longo and Dyson had already 
suggested. However, he agreed that we must start somewhere and the current core laser knowledge course was an 
excellent start. 
 Prof Ohshiro then added that a government-approved system, similar to what had been suggested, already existed 
in Japan with a 4-grade award system: in addition to being a plastic surgeon, a physician then becomes a Laser 
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Specialist in Plastic Surgery. However, some countries have no standards, so the IMeLaS initiative offers standards. In 
those countries where standards already exist, then the IMeLaS initiative should be moulded to follow those standards. 
Prof Mikhailov agreed completely with Prof Ohshiro. If the government of one country were to give support to the IMeLaS 
initiative, other countries would follow. When no standards exist, then the IMeLaS standards would be an excellent 
starting point. 
 Prof Oswal reminded everyone what Prof Kaplan had said, that the laser was simply a tool and doctors should all 
be taught how to use that tool in a basic and safe way before even thinking about speciality-specific training. They 
should be taught first how ‘to do’ laser in general before being taught how ‘to do’ laser surgery. Prof Oswal stated that he 
had run an intensive ENT course in the UK for 26 years with some excellent teaching tools. The participants got 20 
questions before the course, and then the same 20 questions after the course: this way they know how much they had 
absorbed. He also wondered about CME credits for the current IMeLaS initiative. 
 It was then pointed out that pan-European certification was much simpler because of the Bologna Agreement. This 
would be equally the case if a pan-ASEAN accord could be reached. 
 Prof Nimsakul then talked about disaster preparedness from the point of the need for many trained medical 
personnel. The IMeLaS course could be taken as basic requirements for surgeons in areas prone to catastrophic 
disasters, natural or otherwise. Then we could have medical teams who were laser cognizant, which would be a great 
step forward. That must also be a consideration of the WFSLMS goals. 

Prof. Atsumi mentioned that some people will have questions and requests for education & training system on 
WFSLMS, however everything has both sides, merit and demerit.  He believed it had been difficult to start and would be 
more difficult to continue, and that we would be able to improve after our experience with the current system.  He 
concluded that we were happy to have started and thanks were due for the great effort of Prof. Ohshiro. 
 Prof Rau stated that we had had a most fruitful discussion, and that we could expect to hear from him for our 
greater participation in WFSLMS activities. Prof Atsumi agreed, saying that greater effort to obtain high level laser 
surgery should be made at a global level. Prof Rau thanked Profs Ohshiro and Atsumi again for all their efforts, and said 
how much he was looking forward to the next 4 years. After thanking everyone for coming and participating, Prof Rau 
closed the meeting at 17:40. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Toshio Ohshiro MD PhD,  
WFSLMS Secretary-General. 

 

 
 

PLEASE, TAKE OUR TRAM  AND COME TO  LASER FLORENCE 2010 , NOVEMBER 5TH -6TH  ! 

PDF Created with deskPDF PDF Writer - Trial :: http://www.docudesk.com


